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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
OFFICE OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY POLICY

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506

April 10, 1984

MEMORANDUM FOR JERRY JENNINGS

A'"
FROM: AL YOUNG

SUBJECT: Deposition: Agent Orange Litigation

On Friday, April 6, 1984, Arvin Maskin, Esq., Justice Department,
lead Attorney on Agent Orange litigation actions, visited the
office and informed me of a deposition required of me in the
Product Liability Litigation. The court case begins May 7 and
involves a class action pitting Vietnam Veterans (plantiffs)
against the Manufacturers of Agent Orange (defendants).

My deposition is to be taken April 11 and 13, at the Justice
Department. Mr. Maskin will serve as my (the Government)
attorney. The areas potentially covered by the deposition are
noted in the attached letter. Mr. Maskin has notified Counsel
to the President, Mr. Fred Fielding, of this deposition.

I am available to discuss this issue with you.
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March 30, 1984

Arvin Maskin, Esq.
Department of Justice
Safeway Building
Room 904D
Washington, D.C. 20530

Re: Agent Orange Product Liability Litigation
MDL No. 381

Dear Arvin:

I submit this letter on behalf of all defendants in response
to the government's request for information required under the
United States' "page 34 request" regarding the upcoming deposition
of Lt. Col. Alvin Young who is presently assigned to the President's
Office of Science and Technology. As you are well aware, Lt. Col.
Young's study of the use of herbicides both in Southeast Asia and
in this country and the ecological and human health effects, if any,
from such use spans three decades. Consequently, defendants' antici-
pate that the deposition of Lt. Col. Young will cover a number of
divergent areas, all of which may have a significant bearing on the
issues in this litigation.

The following will outline generally the areas of factual and
-expert testimony that we intend to explore during the deposition of
Lt. Col. Young. However, in light of his unique position with regard
to the subject matter of this litigation, we do not represent the
following to be an all-inclusive listing of potential areas of
questioning.

As to factual testimony to be sought from the witness, Lt.
Col. Young will be examined regarding any knowledge he possesses
relevant to the three prongs of the government contract defense as
set forth by Judge Pratt in Pre-trial Order No. 33. We will further
examine him regarding the testing and destruction of surplus supplies
of Agent Orange.

In addition, he will be examined concerning any factual knowledge
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which he possesses regarding both government and non-government
sponsored studies (published/ongoing) relating to alleged health
effects from exposure to Agent'Orange-, TCDD, 2,4,5-T, 2,4-D or any
of their precursor chemicals and any of the alleged "contaminants"
which plaintiffs' claim were present in the Agent Orange sold to the
government. Defendants will also question the deponent regarding
any factual knowledge he possesses on possible alternate causes
for the many infirmities alleged by members of the plaintiffs' class.

Defendants will also seek expert testimony from Lt. Col. Young.
This testimony will be sought from the witness in both his personal
and professional capacity. With the same caveat noted above, the
subject matter of this examination will be as follows:

1. The United States military's research, development and use
of herbicides as defoliating chemicals since World War II.

2. The domestic production and use of herbicides as defoliants
in this country.

3. The United States military's use of herbicides in Southeast
Asia during the Vietnam war.

4. The testing, stockpiling and destruction of surplus supplies
of Agent Orange.

5. The likelihood of exposure among United States servicemen
in Vietnam to Agent Orange and/or TCDD.

6. The environmental fate of Agent Orange, TCDD, 2,4,5-T
and/or 2,4-D.

7. The association between exposure to Agent Orange and/or
TCDD and health effects among Vietnam veterans.

8. The association between service in Vietnam and health
effects.

9. The association between exposure among civilian populations
to 2,4,5-T, 2,4-D or any of the precursor chemicals, TCDD
or any of the alleged "contaminants" which plaintiffs
claim were present in the Agent Orange sold to the govern-
ment and health effects.
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Lt. Col. Young will be asked his opinions in the above areas
and, specifically, with regard to any relevant scientific study.

I am presently compiling a list of the documents which defen-
dants may wish to use at the deposition of Lt. Col. Young. This
list will be forwarded to you within a few days. As we discussed,
I will not be forwarding to you copies of these documents since
the witness undoubtedly already has copies in his possession.

Should you have any questions concerning the above, please
do not hesistate to contact me.

Very truly yours,

RIVKIN, LEFF, SHERMAN & RADLER

,/7
La**!*?

WFC:cc

cc: See Attached Service List

WILLIAM/F. CAVANAUGH, JR.
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